THURSDAY, December 15th, 2022

MEPS CALENDAR
Term 4
December
Monday
19th Grade 6 Graduation
Monday
19th End of Term 4, 3.30pm finish
January 30th:
First day of Term 1, 2023
Curriculum Contribution Information for 2023 has been
distributed to families. It is also accessible on Xuno.
Please contact the office if you have any questions
about payment of next year’s contributions.

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Hi Everyone,

This will be our final newsletter for the year and I can not believe just how quickly the year has gone. I remember when the term
began that this would be such a long term, being eleven and a half weeks, but it has just flown past. I think everyone is feeling
the fatigue of this year, being our first full year back to face to face teaching after remote learning. When I reflect back on the
year, it has been quite a journey from having students return regularly, to wearing masks in the classroom and not having
parents and community enter the school buildings, to having no masks and community in and then the best parts of having
community events and student camps.
As I reflect on my own journey here at MEPS, I can honestly say that I feel very welcome and part of our school and wider
community. In my short time here it has always been so clear that the feeling of a family is evident across our staff, student and
parent community and I thank you all for inviting me into your community. I think the staff has done an exceptional job this year
to settle students back into the routine of school, ensure student learning is rich and challenging and keep the focus on continual
improvement of their own learning and practice to ensure strong student outcomes for all.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff, leadership team, teachers, Educational Support, administration, cleaning
and maintenance and our Camp Australia staff for everything they do to make learning and being at MEPS an extraordinary place
to be, where students can thrive. As 2022 draws to a close I’d like to thank our departing staff – Michael Jones, Emily Allwell,
Ethan Shaw, Kate Borninkhof and Josie King - for all of their work and dedication to MEPS. You will all be very much missed! On
the flipside, however, is the 2023 welcomes to MEPS – Stefan Atkinson, Emma Tatlow, Tracey Thornton and Michelle Brown. We
certainly hope you enjoy becoming part of our MEPS community.
I’d also like to thank our School Council Committee members for their service and support this year. It was a particularly
challenging year with trying to support both the staff and community to return back into face to face learning but also with the
AEU and DET introduction of the new agreement that also brought the challenges of Time in Lieu (TIL). It has certainly not been
an easy task finding the right balance between school, department and community needs. They have also been instrumental in
being the voice of the parent community with things like securing fundraising funds to be separate from other school funds and
in 2023 really communicating to parents where this money is going.

Our 2023 student leaders
Our 2022 School Captains and Vice Captains have done a fantastic and very in-depth job of selecting our 2023 school leaders. This
process began this year with over 48 student applications for four positions and includes reading each and every application, interviewing student referees and much discussion. This made the task a very lengthy process! I am so thrilled that so many of our
students are inspired to stand up amongst their peers and want to lead. This is not only a reflection on them as a person, but
from the impact that both our parents and teaching staff have had on the development of the personal qualities of our students
and a sense of school pride and connectedness to their school community. I am very proud of each and every student who
applied and had a go. That bravery speaks volumes and even if you didn’t get a leadership position this time, please keep trying,
keep stepping up and keep taking opportunities that present themselves to you. I’d like to thank our 2022 school captains Amber
Pikard, Amos Khan and our Vice Captains Alexis Williams and Zac Woods for their dedication to their roles this year and their
exemplary behaviour of our school values for the rest of our student community and for representing MEPS in the wider
community this year. It has been a pleasure for myself and the staff to have worked with you.
It is with great pleasure that we introduce our 2023 School Captains – Jade Mancs and Jack Miller and our 2023 School Vice
Captains – Matilda Featherstonhaugh and Ishaan Naidu. We know they will follow in the steps of previous captains and do a
fantastic job. Congratulations to you all!

It is also with great excitement that we announce our 2023 School House Captains. Congratulations to all! MEPS staff and
community look forward to working closely with you next year.

Jamison (red) house
House Captains –
Ethan Gray and Chloe Palfreyman
House Vice Captains – Rohan Millington and Talia Tyrer
Bell (blue) house
House Captains –
Chloe Stephen and William Gow
House Vice Captains – Scarlett Daw and Cooper Harding
Walling (green) house
House Captains –
Keely Kitchener and Ethan Law
House Vice Captains – Summer Griffin and Jordan Handley
Hookey (yellow) house
House Captains –
Lily Juhlin and Cooper Ward
House Vice Captains – Cooper Bond and Grace Ferguson

Graduation
As we prepare to farewell our 2022 graduating class I’d like to thank them for such a fabulous
year of learning, mentoring their peers, being a support to staff, leading the school and
generally for being such a beautiful group of students. The staff and I will miss you all dearly
and wish you all the best as you transition to secondary school. Please don’t forget us here at
MEPS, you are always welcome back and to visit us.
We will celebrate their final year of primary school at the graduation ceremony on Monday 19 th
December. It is such an exciting and emotional night for staff, students and parents. Student
drop off begins at 4.30pm before a final dinner at 5pm and then the official ceremony at 6pm.

Return to school in 2023
As we begin to wind down for 2022, staff also begin to look forward to welcoming our new preps for 2023 and the excitement of
the year ahead. Staff will return to school on Friday 27th January before we welcome our students back on Monday 30th January.
We wish all of our current, past and future families a beautiful Christmas and a safe and happy holiday period.
Have a wonderful Christmas, New Year and holiday break. Stay safe and well,
Deb Keating
PRINCIPAL

STUDENT AWARDS
Prep A

Imogen O'BrienThompson

For always spreading kindness in our class. You are a ray of sunshine, Immy!

Prep H

Whole Class

For being so amazing and growing so much throughout this year. You are all superstars and
Sam, Sandy, Brooke and I are super proud of you all.

Prep P

Carter Soltys

For pushing through the tiredness and trying his best each and every day! So proud of you
mate!

Prep S

Whole Grade

For being so amazing this year. You have all grown so much and I am incredibly proud of you
all!

1PD

Chris Calabro

For working so hard all year. We will miss you next year, Chris!

2M

Jax Gammon

For your exceptional growth in Writing this year. You have worked so incredibly hard and I am
so proud of you!

2M

Whole Class

For your exceptional resilience this week when we have all been so exhausted. Thank you for
pushing through! I know it has been tough!

2P

Molly Chapman

For showing kindness out in the yard to another student and for always thinking positively.
You are just magic, Molly!

2CS

Marley Fyander

For always looking out for her friends and offering help without being asked.

2CS

Whole Class

For being so wonderful all year. I have absolutely loved teaching you all.

2EM

Whole class

For being the most incredible class! We are so proud of your amazing hard work and growth
this year. Miss you already!

4C

Sami

For doing a sensational job memorising her lines in the Christmas play.

4SB

Jordan Buccat

For speaking up and sharing your ideas with our class. It has been fantastic hearing you speak
your mind, Jordy! Keep it up!

6W

Logan Parry

For a brilliant final year of Primary School! You have shown so much growth and should be so
proud! Well done, legend!

Art

Stephen Masalski For his positive attitude to his work and for always trying hard. Well done, Stephen!

Art

Ethan Roitman

For his fantastic work on his Graduation Bear. What a fabulous idea, Ethan. Something completely different!

Mandarin

Billy Shaw

For all your amazing effort in Mandarin learning and your beautiful manners in class! You will
be missed, Billy!

Mandarin

Danica Isbester

For your outstanding performance in your Mandarin learning and also for always being helpful
whenever needed! You are a Legend!

Mandarin

Stephen Zatling

For trying your best to remember everything that you learned in Mandarin. You excel,
Stephen!

Mandarin

Noah Stephens

For always showing our school values and for the beautiful sentences that you made to
surprise me in the Mandarin class. You rock, Noah!

PE

Aliya Brandes

For always helping me all year in PE with any odd jobs, especially this week with a lot of
moving being completed. Thanks, Legend!

PE

Lachie Tibb

For always helping me all year in PE with any odd jobs, especially this week with a lot of
moving being completed. Thanks, Legend!

